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One of the center's most popular programs is Every Five Minutes
(esm}, an interactive peer education theater group that performs
improv scenes about rape, sexual assault, and relationship abuse for
first-year students, Greek-letter organizations, classes, residence
halls, local high schools, and other campuses around the state.
After performing a scene, actors answer audience questions that
lead to an interactive discussion about
the scene. Magazine journalism major
Erin Drenning 'm became an esm actor
after seeing the group perform in her
residence hall during her freshman
year. "Working with esm shows I did
something important when I was
here," Drenning says. "It's very rewarding because of the lives you touch."
The group chose its name in 1995, in
recognition of the then-current statistic that a woman is raped every 5 minutes. That statistic is now every 1.3 minutes-a figure that fails to surprise
Drenning, who says some audience
members continue to blame victims
for their actions. "We always say that
we may not have changed anyone's
views, but maybe we planted a seed for
them to think about it," Drenning says.
Aside from campus activities, Card
and her st aff work with academic
institutions that don't have their own
rape centers. With a New York State
Department of Health grant, Card
launched the Intercollegiate Coalition
Against Sexual Assault (ICASA}, a state
and nationwide initiative whose objectives include increasing awareness about sexual assault on college campuses through prevention education programs and providing standardized services for survivors. ICASA has expanded to
the international level, with Great Britain and Ireland taking part
in the program.
Card sees education as the best way to combat rape and sexual
assault on campus. "I want to raise awareness out there all the
time," she says. "Education and counseling are based on empowerment and building life skills."
Card enjoys the challenges of her complex job."It's overwhelming,
but exciting," Card says. "There are survivors all over the world who
don't know what to do when it happens to them. The reality is that
they are victims of a crime."
-STACEY FELSEN
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LANDSCAPE COURSE OFFERS
STUDENTS A GLIMPSE OF THE WORLD OUTSIDE
hat do 18th-century English gardens, former U.S.
President Thomas Jefferson, and New York's Central Park
mean to an architecture student? Plenty, if the student is
to understand the relationships between architecture and the natural environment.
In the course Reading the Landscape, architecture professor Julia
Czerniak offers a historical look at these relationships through
detailed study of designed exterior space. The elegant public gardens of England, Thomas Jefferson's exhaustive designs for
Monticello, and Manhattan's urban oasis are just some of the topics covered.
Much of this is new ground for architecture students, who
spend most of their time studying building structures and interiors. "Students often come to my class thinking that landscape is
the shrubbery outside the door," Czerniak says with a laugh. "It
doesn't take them long to become more conscious of the designed
landscape's complexity."
Richard Nisa '01 found the course a welcome counterpoint to
most of his other architecture studies. "The class changed the way
I approach architectural form-making because it asked students
to articulate both a historical and a theoretical understanding of
how we interpret our environments," he says. "As the class moved
through such topics as site and landscape urbanism, I realized
that after being given a rhetoric with which to approach landscape, my understanding of design and design processes was
challenged and reaffirmed."
By studying examples like Central Park, Czerniak says, students
learn how landscapes can become a systemic part of an urban
infrastructure and large-scale planning. In addition to possessing
aesthetic qualities, the best landscape work is carefully and critically designed, as well as ecologically sustainable.
"Professor Czerniak's course intrigued me because it seemed
more introspective," says Joshua Linkov '01. "This class helped me
develop tools to read and understand what different landscapes
are about and to figure out the designer's intentions."
Although students typically take the course in their third year,
some, like Linkov, find the material helpful in preparing for their
fifth-year thesis. "The class was actually a starting point for my thesis; I analyzed the American lawn," Linkov says. "I took this information and applied it to town greens in New England. With an
interest in how towns use public green space, I came up with my
final design project."
Czerniak refines the readings and discussions each year, taking
into account what students need to know historically, and what they
want to know about contemporary issues in landscape architecture.
Another important element is Czerniak's professional experience.
She has worked as both an architect and a landscape designer in
Philadelphia "Teaching this course is a great thing for me," she says.
"When I came to Syracuse five years ago, I saw it as a long-awaited
forum to combine the two disciplines and share my interest."
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A PROFESSOR'S COMMITMENT TO
STUDENTS REFLECTS HIS LOVE OF TEACHING

M

arvin Druger is not one to sit still, even after 38 years of
t eaching biology and science education at SU. More
impressive than his energy, however, is his dedication to
the thousands of students he has taught throughout his career. As
the professor of an introductory
biology course, he emphasizes
attendance and calls students if
they miss too many classes. He
also encourages students to open
their minds and look at things differently, and to discover their own
unique talents and apply them to
career goals. "They're here for the
experience, " says Druger. "My
theme is that we learn from everything we do, and everything we do Marvin Druger is a national leader
in the field of science education.
becomes part of who we are."
Such a commitment leaves students with a positive impression of Druger and the course. "He
shows u s that we're not just a number," says Steven Bedard ' 03.
Druger informally calls the course "Adventures in Life" and provides many unique opportunities for students to learn about "life."
For example, Druger, who emphasizes motivation and subject-matter competency, holds the Bio-Creativity Contest, enabling students
to earn extra credit by developing something creative, such as an
essay, poster, sculpture, model, or computer presentation. He also
provides "benefit-of-the-doubt" credit for students who attend campus lectures and activities that enrich their life experiences. "One of
my major goals is to teach students to learn," he says.
Recognizing that teaching assistants (TAs) are critical to students' classroom experience, Druger initiated the biology TA program soon after he arrived at SU. "When I began as a teaching
assistant, I w as handed the textbook and re ceived no training," he
says. "I w ant our TAs to have a better initiation. I try to instill in
them that they must truly care about the students."
Druger's positive influence reaches nationwide. He has been president of three national science teaching organizations, and is currently president -elect of the Society for College Science Teachers. He
received the 2000 Robert H. Carleton Award for National Leadership
in the Field of Science Education, the highest honor given by the
National Science Teachers Association. While he appreciates the
honor, he believes the true impact of his teaching is seen in how students feel about the course a decade after taking it. "I always have
former students stopping me wherever I go," he says. "Their comments make me feel that I've had a positive influence on their lives."
Druger also has organized, directed, and taught many program s
for teachers and students and continually finds new ways to help
students learn about science and life. "I have had the opportunity to
influence the lives and careers of thousands of students, and make
them think about life," he says. "For me, that is very satisfying."

- TAMMY DIDOMENICO

https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol17/iss1/6
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READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS PROFESSOR
SEES RETREATS AS KEY TO TEACHERS' DEVELOPMENT
elly Chandler has teaching in her blood. The professor of

reading and language arts is a fourth-generation edu~tor
who had an article based on her research appear in the
May issue of Educational Leadership, a popular journal
for teachers and admin:ist:rators. With the publication
of her article, the School of Education professor hopes
to contribute to the discourse on how professional
development occurs in education.
Chandler-with the support of a $3o,ooo grant
from the Spencer Foundation's Practitioner Research Communication and Mentoring program-worked with teachers from northern
Maine who have done research on literacy
,
instruction for the past foUr years. In the sum- ~
t
mers of 1998 and 1999, Chandler and the ele~
. ....
mentary school teachers took part in weeklong
"'"
mike prtmo
retreats to analyze their data They found the time
more productive than other professional development programs
they had experienced. "It is tough for teachers to do research during the school year,U Chandler says. "During retreats, teachers can
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LINK HAll RENOVATION ENHANCES
OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESEARCH AND INSTRUCTION
dramatic redesign and renovation of Link Hall's fourth floor
has created a major new suite of laboratories in the L.C.
Smith College of Engineering and Computer Science (ECS)
to support teaching and research concerning environmental systems engineering.
"This is a world-class facility," says ECS Dean Edward Bogucz. "With
our outstanding faculty and students, SU is now positioned to earn
international recognition for programs that prepare leaders in an
area critical to the quality of life in the 21st century."
Areas of teaching and research expertise of ECS faculty include
studies of complex ecosystems that are subject to multiple disturbances, and the development of engineering processes for rem oving
toxins from w astewater and polluted sites. Well-known current projects include long-term studies of regional-scale ecosystem s, such as
the effects of acid rain on lakes and forests across the Northeast.
Plans for the new facilities originated in ECS-wide planning discussions during 1995-96 that identified "environmental systems" as
one of four focus areas for strategic development. The $4.5 million renovation started in summer 1999 and was completed in April. The new

put aside classroom distractions and family commitments to really
focus on improving their teaching:' Chandler says retreats are a
more teacher-centered form of staff development than the half-day
workshops that are common in many school districts.
In each of the two retreats, Chandler and the teachers spent a
week in cabins in Maine, focusing on such issues as curriculum
development and goal setting. The idea was that ifteachers had time
alone together, they could engage in deep reflection about their
teaching. The premise was correct. In addition, the
teachers had an opportunity for cross-grade collaboration that doesn't often occur in elementary
c schools. Chandler says teachers from higher
\} grades discussed what they expect students to
know as they leave the lower grades, and lowergrade teachers saw how their students developed over
time. "In elementary school there isn't a lot of time for
teachers to talk to each other about expectations,"
Chandler says.
The retreats also gave participants time for team
building. Group members found it important to
talk with colleagues and confirm they would go
into the next school year "on the same page." In
addition, the retreats allowed the teachers to
clear their calendars for a week and focus only on
being good teachers. The time enabled them to reflect on
what worked over the last school year and what they wanted to
change. "We spent several days together, but I think you could do
this kind of development workshop during a weekend retreat if it's
intense and focused," Chandler says.
-JOUnWI HAY

facilities occupy Link Hall's entire fourth floor, which totals more than
22,ooo square feet.
The facilities feature an advanced t eaching lab that includes a
handicap-accessible hood, a "clean room" for testing trace levels of
contaminates, numerous research labs, and constant-temperature
incubators for growing microorganisms.
Bogucz says a variety of factors played into the University's decision to invest in new labs. They included the inadequate and outdated state of the old facilities, changing needs for leading-edge
t eaching and research, and the college's success in recruiting outstanding new faculty members.
One new ECS faculty member is Andria Costello, who completed a
doctoral degree from Caltech in 1999. She says the new labs were a
key factor in her decision to come to SU. "I don't think you can find a
better facility for environmental research," she says.
"These labs are a real
boon not only to our college but to the University,"
Bogucz says. "SU has great
strength in the broad area
of environmental science
and engineering, involving students and faculty
from multiple schools and
colleges. The new facilities
are sure to be a vital strategic asset for the entire in- A new teaching lab is one of the features of the
stitution." -JONATHAN HAY fourth-floor renovation of Link Hall.
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COURSE PROMOTES UNDERSTANDING
OF CULTURAL DIFFERENCES IN THE CLASSROOM
ndergraduate life at universities around the world bears
many similarities. But for international teaching assistants
(ITAs}, cultural differences can make it difficult to relate to
American students. Stories of college parties may leave some ITAs
with the impression that undergraduates are not serious about
their work. Meanwhile, a recent campus survey showed that some
undergraduates were uncomfortable being taught by ITAs.
To help ITAs and undergraduates better understand one another, the Graduate School is revamping English Conversation, a noncredit course that focuses on informal language skills and dialogue. The school requires ITAs who need help in these areas to
t ake the course after complet ing English 610, which reinforces
basic skills.
Through a grant from the University's Vision Fund, which supports innovative teaching projects, the school recently brought
together six undergraduates and six ITAs for a six-week pilot version of English Conversation. "We want each of the ITAs to find out
what it's like to be an undergraduat e here," says Margo Sampson,
language coordinator for the English t o Speakers of Other
Languages Program. In turn, Sampson and Derina Samuel, associ-

coll•l•

ate director of the Teaching Assistant (TA) Program, want undergraduates to realize that ITAs arrive here with a wealth of knowledge in their fields.
Ken Sagendorf, an exercise science doctoral student who taught
both versions of English Conversation, says the new format helps
ITAs develop conversational skills by discussing current events, playing games, and reading aloud. "It gets them talking," Sagendorf says.
Changes in the course were prompted last fall, when undergraduat es expressed concern about ITA training and evaluation processes
during the Chancellor's Forum, an annual meeting sponsored by the
student group Undergraduates for a Better Education. "It seemed like
a language issue," Samuel says. "However, when asked to compare
international TAs and American TAs, students said the ITAs' language skills were sufficient for what was needed, but they still preferred American TAs. It seemed it was their perceptions of the ITAs
rather than their actual experiences."
Samuel says ITAs undergo thorough screening before entering
the classroom. They t ake exams, and interview with faculty members and students. Only those with appropriate language skills are
selected to work directly with students. "Undergraduat es need to
know what an ITA evaluation involves," Samuel says. "We hope
that the undergraduat es who participated in the class will disseminate information about it."
Kai Wang, a biology" doctoral student from China, took English
Conversation this summer. "It's not only an English course," he
says. "I learned to debate, discuss, and express my ideas to
American students. Before I took the course, I thought American
undergraduates only liked t o play, but during the course I found
they also study very hard."
- STACEY FELSEN

for

Human
Development
INTERIOR DESIGN GROUP CONNECTS
STUDENTS TO CAREERS, PROFESSIONALS
or students majoring in environmental design/interiors
(BDI), membership in the SU chapter of the American
Society of Interior Designers (ASID) provides a valuable link
to the professional world. "ASID gives us a sense of what the
career entails after graduatiOn," says BDI major Denis Kovalich
'01, chapter treasurer. "We meet people in the profession and
have connectiOns when we graduate."
Through ASID, student members can explore the array of career
options available to them. Some may work at interior design or architecture firms. Others may design exhibitions. arrange store or museum displays, or desi8n such products as furniture, lighting fixtures,
or office systems. "Many of us dream of running our own interior
design or architecture firms," says Julie Palmer ·oo, who served as
ASID president during the last academic year and is now a Columbia
University graduate student studying historic preservation.
BDI professor Lam Tumey, who adviSes ASID, wants members to
develop an understanding of their future role in the profession. To
meet that goal. ASID began a mentorship program last semester
that pairs students with professionals from nearby cities. "It's a

https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol17/iss1/6

abiQ •attei~ .

Wpter
members took field trips
the real world. wt
~lum~ ·~~~~~.~~

omate architecture.

Stephanie Tomayko '01, the group's field trip chair, says her ASID
involvement keeps her in toucb. with people in the industry. "'t's a
wonderful ~~ib'
~a profeSSional organization," "YJ ~

enj(IJS ~ with ASID

membets becaUse of their amt1ir tnterests. "It gives us a time
when we're doing more than class work. We discuss what we're
doing and where we're going in our Jive$."
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NEW TECHNOI.OGY SETS INTERNATIONAL
STANDARD FOR ONUNE EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

SYRACUSE LAW REVIEW CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
OF SERVICE TO THE LEGAL COMMUNITY

n the two yeaxs since the Gateway to Educational Matertals
(GEM) project launched its virtUal card catalog on the WOrld
Wide Web, the leading-edge technology and methodology developed by GEM researchers at Syracuse Utd:Yersity has set the national standard for the collection and dissetnmation of educational
resources on the Intemet. GEM was recently dted as the model by
which projects funded under the NatiOMi Sdence, Mathematics,
Engineering, and Technology Education Digitalllbrary program
would be judged In its requat tot proposals last Februa.ty, the
National Science Foundation ~ged applicants to coordinate
theb' collections and ~With the GEM project. Educators and
nonptofit and commerdal organiZatiolts in the United States and
canada have sought the~ of GEM teSearchets.
GEM (www.thegateway.org) is a spedal project of the ERIC
Clearinghouse on Infortnati<m and TechnOlOgy, Which is affiliated
with the School of Information. studies. Both projects are part of the
Infortnation Institute of Syracuse. GEM, fuhded by the U.S. Department of Education, was designed to provide educators with easy
access to thousands of Intem.et-baSed educational materials. "GEM
tools pe teachers and students timesaving methOds for finding
high-quality lesson plans mapped to local and state standards," says
irl10rm•non ·stw:a&·•'OtoteD!n' R. .t>a:v:ld lankes, director of the

or so years, the Syracuse Law Review has been a source of pride
for the College ofLaw and a prestigious honorfor its staff-SU's
top law students. "A law review is a unique organization," says
Editor-in-Chief Roy Gutterman G'oo. "It's an honor society, a book
publisher, and legal scholarship all in one entity. The work is what
many lawyers end up doing: research, writing, fact -checking. It's useful for anybody who's going into law."
College of Law Dean Daan Braveman notes that, in the first Law
Review's foreword, Dean Paul Shipman Andrews outlined several
expectations for the new publication: It
should contribute to the law field and
legal scholarship, be of aid and interest
to the practicing lawyer, add to the prestige of the college and University, and
serve as a tool for training law students
in research and writing. "Those who pioneered the first issue would be pleased
to learn that throughout its history, the
Syracuse Law Review has met the challenges, achieving each of the st ated
goals," Braveman says.
The quarterly legal journal comprises
three general interest legal reviews and the Survey of New York Law,
which tracks the latest developments in areas ranging from administrative law to zoning and land use. Each of the three general interest books contains two heavily documented articles and an essay,
written by law professors, scholars, and practicing lawyers. There
also are two articles written by the Law Review staff.
Students are eligible for Law Review membership after their first
year oflaw schooL The top 10 percent of the class is automatically invited to join the staff. others become eligible through an annual writing competition, from which the top 14 students are selected. Gutterman says about 40 students are selected from each class, and they
perform editing and fact -checking duties, and verify legal citations.
The golden anniversary was commemorated at an April banquet
The fourth book of Volume so, published last spring, was dedicated
to the anniversary. "We contacted a number of Law Review alumni,
and they wrote the articles," Gutterman says. "Most are on major
developments in the law in the last so years as seen by professors
and lawyers whose expertise is in the topic area." SU law professors
Peter Herzog G'ss and Thomas l Maroney G'63 were among the
alumni returning to the publication's pages for the special edition.
Gutterman notes the publication has grown substantially over the
years, in both physical size and scope. The first edition-published in
1949 and dedicated to Edmund H. Lewis G'o9, who became chief
judge of New York State-was a relatively slim tome of 540 pages.
"Today we publish more than 1,ooo pages per volume," Gutterman
says. "The Survey ofNew York Law used to be roughly a dozen articles
about historical topics of law. Now it covers 20 topics, and the articles
are about areas oflaw people didn't even think about so years ago. It's
a more complicated world nowadays."
-GARY PALLASSINO
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SU'S FIRST MCGOWAN SCHOLARS
FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF A GIANT

I\ 'II

hen a savvy but relatively obscure entrepreneur named
William McGowan challenged AT&T's telephone mo\. nopoly in the 1960s, few observers gave him a ghost of a
chance. Yet, by 1972, when the dust had cleared from the legal and regulatory battles he waged and won, McGowan and his company, MCI,
emerged to spearhead a revolution in telecommunications.
McGowan's legacy resonates to this day in telecommunications,
the global economy, and the lives of the individuals and institutions
that benefit from his philanthropy. This year, for the first time, the
William G. McGowan Charitable Fund awarded Syracuse University
a grant to establish two M.B.A. scholarships. Two second-year students-oliver Jones and Philip Wilson-won the competition to
become SU's first McGowan Scholars. "McGowan's great contribution to society is immeasurable and will continue to have an infinite effect," Jones says.
In announcing the award, Professor Peter Koveos, associate dean
for master's programs in the School of Management, remarked:
"William McGowan was able to complete Harvard's M.B.A. Program
thanks to a scholarship created to support outstanding students in
their final year of studies. It was his hope that the McGowan Scholarships would serve a similar function for students in other business schools, rewarding both promise and achievement."
Born in Jamaica, West Indies, Jones received his bachelor's degree
in business administration from Prairie View A&M University
(Texas A&M University System) in 1998. Wilson, an Indiana native,
received a B.S. degree from Indiana University in 1994, with a dual
major in business and international studies. As a first-year M.B.A.
student, he was a member of the team that placed second in the SU
Entrepreneurial Competition, winning $4o,ooo for a business plan
for a venture to be called Gadget.com.
Jones and Wilson meet the high academic requirements of the
McGowan Fund and its rigorous standards of community service.
Jones has held leadership positions in major academic honor societies and professional organizations, including the presidency of
the National Association of Black Accountants. He is committed to
nurturing inner-city youth, developing their skills in math and science, and encouraging their interest in business careers. As a grassroots activist, he has energized civic and church-sponsored outreach programs in Ithaca and Syracuse.
Wilson also has been committed to community causes since his
undergraduate days. Through SU's Hendricks Chapel, he has played a
role in projects ranging from cleaning up city parks to participating
in a blanket drive. He serves as head resident advisor for Booth Hall,
and is a volunteer mediator for campus and community conflicts.
Wilson and Jones both see parallels between McGowan's career
and their own. "I am inspired by the story of the scholarship that
enabled McGowan to complete his second year at Harvard," Jones
says. "I see myself in a similar role and vow to continue this great
tradition." Says Wilson: "William McGowan's example and success provide an ideal role model and an inspiration for future
business leaders."
-TOM RAYNOR

https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol17/iss1/6
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MAXWELL AND PERU
he Maxwell School hosted an international conference last
spring that focused on what might seem to be an obscure issue:
how autonomous agencies might aid countries striving to
become more democratic, as seen in Peru's experiences using such
agencies. But by the time the conference ended, it had cemented
Maxwell's relations with Peruvian and World Bank officials, demonstrated the capabilities of the high-tech Global Collaboratory in
Eggers Hall for a worldwide audience, and paved the way for the
school to become North America's hub for Peruvian studies.
"The issue is important, and it was exciting to hear people from
the World Bank and Peru, as well as academics from as far away as
the London School of Economics, giving their best thoughts about
how these agencies might work," says conference organizer Stuart
Thorson, former director of the Global Affairs Institute and now
director of information technology at Maxwell. "It was interesting to
listen to the Peruvians who are really working with these agencies."
In its struggle to reach its full potential as a democracy, Peru has
created autonomous agencies-owned by neither the state nor the
private sector-charged with performing functions traditionally
carried out by the government. Thorson, who believes developing
public trust is key to achieving a democracy, notes two such agencies have been particularly successful: PromPeru, which promotes
the country to a global audience and was one of the conference's cosponsors; and INDECOPI, which deals with such issues as consumer
protection, patent and trademark registration, and regulation and
enforcement of intellectual property.
Maxwell's relationship with Peruvian officials grew from an
endowment by the late Joan de Sardon-Glass '46 that each year
brings approximately eight graduate students from Peru to study at
Maxwell. The conference demonstrated how deeply personal the
connections had become, Thorson says. "There were almost tears in
people's eyes at the end, because this South American country and
this city in the northern United States had developed the kind of relationship where the country's future leaders work in the Maxwell
School, and these high-level government officials walk through the
school as friends. It's a donor's wish come true."
The conference also showcased Maxwell's technological leadership. Maxwell Dean John Palmer signed an agreement with the
Peruvian government that makes the school a virtual hub for
Peruvian studies, using SU's Internet connections to make information about the country more easily available. Maxwell and
PromPeru will jointly develop a web site to be maintained by
Peruvian students at Maxwell.
Using the Global Collaboratory, organizers maintained a fulltime simultaneous video link to Lima, Peru's capital. "This conference took place primarily in Syracuse, but there were participants
from Lima," Thorson says. "We also had the conference live on the
Internet, so we had colleagues around the world watching while it
was happening. The conference was the realization of a dream of
using the technology to bring the world into Maxwell while pushing Maxwell out into the world."
-GARY PALLASSINO
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RESEARCH PROJECT UNKS SYRACUSE
ONUNE AND NEWHOUS£ STUDENl'S
or the past year, Newb.ouse studentsb.a\tt! benefited from a
cooperative project between the school and Syracuse
Online, a web site nm by The Syral:use Newspapers.
The project enables students to put their communication ll~:"'iii;i~~Gi:
skills to use in a bigh~ech settitlg.
At the center of tM arrangement iS a r!search project led
by visual and interactiVe c:omnnmicatlons ptofessor
Stephen Masidat With a:purt fmm AdVance Internet
(AI),asubsidiaryot.Ad.varwePubli.cat:iON{ownerof1heSyracuse ~) that prqvides funding for Internet research,
Masiclatis studyirtg how college students use online news serviCes.
Syracuse Online is part of the AI groQp of'Web-MW$.set'Vices.
A$ 5ynttuse O!ttinemmmet irl:teJ'nt. two of Masidat's students.
Gmharn Fleming 'otandHony~.~tmportant experi·
ence Jn their eaxeet
to design print
and online
bqeposters for events
we sponsor,"~ - !f.t4M:ab®t ~o different projects that are
great additiOns to rtry portfolio. Its been a prodUctive experiem:e."
Virkler, a graphic.arts and psYchology majOr. says one of the bert
parts of her :lriternihip was the~ of pro,jects she worked on.
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COURSE DRAWS ON RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
PHYSICAL HEALTH AND SPIRITUAL AWARENESS
hile Americans welcome the latest medical advances,
many are also interested in incorporating spirituality
into their treatment process. In response to this patient
need, College of Nursing instruct or Annette Becker created
Spirituality in Nursing, a one-credit elective that evolved from a
grant-writing project and debuted during the spring semester.
"There is a value in addressing people in a very holistic manner,"
Becker says.
Holistic healing is hardly a new concept for Becker. Her own
experiences with spirituality have influenced what she believes
nursing students should know about the relationship between
physical health and spiritual awareness. She is encouraged by students' growing interest in holistic care, and next spring she will
offer a three-credit version of the course t o all st udents.
"Culturally, the timing is very good for this course," she says. "There
is a ripeness for this kind of teaching and a lot of research supports
the benefit s of prayer and health care."
Nursing student Belen Hernandez 'o1 was looking for a challenge last spring and found it in Becker's course. "I never thought of
1.1,
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nursing as spiritual," she says. "I always thought of it as part of the
health care system. What I learned is that true holistic nursing
encompasses all aspects of the person- the mind, the body, and
the spirit."
Becker intended to challenge students in the course and encouraged them to delve deeply into their own spirituality. They kept
weekly journals and were required to attend a worship service celebrating a faith other than their own. The students attended
Buddhist, Jehovah's Witness, Christian, and Jewish services.
"The students learned a lot from these experiences, and the exposure helped them think more about where they are in their own
spiritual journey," Becker says. "The basic premise of the course is
that the more self-awareness you have about your own spiritual
journey, the more responsive you are to others'. In a service profession like nursing, a course like this can help students be more sensitive to the needs of others."
Students also considered how their feelings about spirituality
would fit into their own perceptions about the practice of nursing.
Nursing student Joann D'Anna '01 says the course came at a good
time in her educational development. "I was touched by some
things during my nursing internship last summer that made me
wonder about spirituality," she says, citing the deaths of some
patient s with whom she had become particularly close. "It's import ant to have a good underst anding of your own beliefs so you can
help others."
"The course definitely changed the way I look at my spiritual
life," Hernandez says. "It gave me a reason to look for who I am and
what my faith is."
- TAMMY DIDOMENICO
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Social Work

PROGRAM GIVES UNDERGRADUATES
A HEAD START ON M.S.W. DEGREE
inda Littlejohn '8o, G'82 is a firm believer in the Master of Social
Work (M.S.W.) Advanced Standing Program she helps adminiser. After earning a bachelor's degree in social work at SU,
Littlejohn, assist ant dean for admissions and student services at the
School of Social Work, entered the program and completed an M.S.W.
degree in nine months. She then went to work for the federal government, as assistant planning director for an area agency on aging
in Ohio. "My experience demonstrates it's not that bad to continue
your education directly from undergraduate work," she says. "I did it,
and I don't think I'm any worse for the wear."
Advanced standing students need only complete 36 of the 6o
credit hours normally required for the school's graduat e degree
program. "We advance 24 credit hours t o students who completed
a baccalaureate social work program from a school or college
accredited by the Council on Social Work Education," Littlejohn
says. "In essence these students, in their senior year, completed the
course content required in the first year of the M.S.W. program. The
advanced standing program becomes an extension of the undergraduate program, allowing student s to receive both a bachelor's
degree in social work and an M.S.W. in five years."
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PROFESSOR WANTS TO INSTILL
IN STUDENTS A LOVE FOR ALL MUSIC
_ etnor School of Music professor Paul Brantley can't remember
a time without music. His father, a jazz musician and bandleader, and his mother, a singer and dancer, instilled a great
love of music and art in Brantley and his siblings from an early age.
While Brantley concentrated his talents on composition and the
cello, he also learned to play a countless variety of instruments.
Today, in addition to working as a composer, cellist, and conductor with some of the world's most prominent musicians, he shares
his skills with students to help them understand the importance of
the music he has loved his entire life. "Real musicians don't really
choose to be musicians-the music chooses them," he says. "It's like
falling in a roaring river. If you're lucky, you're born to be a swimmer, but then you make the choice and commitment to become an
expert at navigating those waters. Many students are just walking
along the bank when they come to study with me."
One of Brantley's career highlights came last fall, when he
played cello with an ensemble to benefit music television network
VH-1's Save The Music campaign, which supports public school
music-education programs. The concert was held at the Ryman
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While real-world experience is important in the job market, she
says there are advantages to an extra year of school. "Some decide
to work for a year or two, but many of our students continue directly with their graduate education, mostly because of the salary differential between a bachelor's degree in social work and an
M.S.W.," she says. "Many like to have their academic careers behind
them when they move forward into the marketplace."
The school's required internships, or field placements, give students the necessary experience. Regular-program M.S.W. students
must work nearly goo hours in these placements, but advanced
standing students benefit from completing undergraduate social
work degrees. "During their senior year, students complete 450
hours in field placements," Littlejohn says. "They need only t o complete 450 more hours for the M.S.W. They still get the practical
experience. They work in the real world and relate what they've
experienced in the social service agencies to classroom theory."
M.S.W. courses run the gamut from fundamentals of social work
practice to applied research methods in the field. Advanced standing
students need to be better prepared for research, Littlejohn says, because they begin the graduate program with an advanced research
course while regular-program M.S.W. students take a foundationlevel course. "Before advanced standing students start the program,
they need to have command of what we call generalist social work
practice, with training in several areas," she says. "During their senior
year, they've already worked with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities. Our regular-program students must be
brought up to speed with courses in generalist social work, but our
advanced standing students already have that training."
-GARY PALLASSINO

Auditorium in Nashville. Brantley
performed with Roy "Future Man"
Wooten, a member of the popular
band Bela Fleck and the Flecktones, with whom Brantley is
now a regular collaborator as a
composer and cellist. Wooten
also invited Brantley to participate in a multimedia concert,
Evolution D~more, featuring
lights, film, music, dancers, and
singers. "It was a great honor,"
Brantley says. "It strengthened
Music professor Paul Brantley is recognized as a top-notch composer, cellist, my connection to his approach
to music. He is so experimental,
and conductor.
but so honest and expressive. I'd
like to think that is what I do as a composer."
Brantley plans to bring Wooten's vision to campus this fall and
fill Goldstein Auditorium with lights and screens that will capture
the vision at the heart of their work. The two plan to collaborate
with student performers, such as dancers and the Syracuse
University Orchestra, which Brantley conducts.
Besides conducting the SU Orchestra, Brantley coaches chamber
musicians and teaches conducting. Through his teaching he hopes to
help students see the many kinds of music and break down their preconceived notions of where each starts and stops. "I want to show
them that there are no real borders," he says. "Just honest music."
-DANIEW K. JOHNSON
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